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In the doctoral degree programme 
Special education  

For the academic year 2025/2026 
 
Student: Mgr. Tereza Klopalová 
Supervisor: Prof. PhDr. Jan Novák, Ph.D. 
Consultant (if assigned): ---- 
Topic of dissertation: The aspects of inclusion of persons with autism spectrum disorders in elementary 
schools in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic  
 
Form of study: Full-time 
Beginning of study (academic year): 2025/2026 
Expected completion of study (academic year): 2028/2029 
 

DISSERTATION WORK PROCEDURE  
(describe in detail the procedure of the activities on the dissertation in the respective academic year) 

During the first year of my doctoral studies, I focused on the systematic theoretical preparation of my 
dissertation entitled Aspects of the Inclusion of Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder in Primary 
Schools in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic. I conducted an extensive review of Czech and 
international academic literature in order to examine the current state of knowledge concerning the 
inclusive education of pupils with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), with particular attention to the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on educational processes, pupils' psychosocial well-being, school–
family collaboration, and the support provided by teaching professionals. The literature review also 
encompassed current empirical studies, scholarly monographs, legislative documents, and policy 
papers relating to inclusive education and special educational provision. 
Drawing on the findings of this review, and in close collaboration with my supervisor, I progressively 
refined the focus of the dissertation, formulated the overall research aim, established the specific 
research objectives, and developed the preliminary research questions. At the same time, I critically 
evaluated a range of methodological approaches to addressing the research problem and assessed 
their suitability in relation to the proposed objectives. Particular consideration was given to the 
selection of an appropriate research design, the identification of the research sample, suitable data 
collection methods, and strategies for data analysis and interpretation. 
Throughout the academic year, I held regular supervisory meetings focusing on the theoretical, 
methodological, and organisational aspects of the doctoral project. These meetings contributed to 
the ongoing refinement of the research proposal, the clarification of the principal theoretical 
concepts, and the development of a realistic timetable for the individual stages of the research. 
The principal outcome of the first year was the completion of an extended dissertation proposal, 
which included the rationale for the selected topic, a review of the current state of knowledge, the 
theoretical framework, the research aims and objectives, the proposed methodology, and an outline 
of the planned empirical study. The proposal was successfully defended. Following recommendations 
made by the Subject Area Board, minor revisions were incorporated into the research design and the 
timetable for the empirical study, which is scheduled to commence during the following academic 
year. 

 



 
 
 

GROUP A: Compulsory courses 

Courses 
Plan 

(academic year) 
Date of 

implementation 

Number of credits 

proposed 
(student) 

awarded 
(supervisor) 

approved 
(SAB) 

1. USS/XGPP Abnormal Psychology 2025/2026 20.05.2026 7   
2. USS/XGPPM Methodology of Education 2025/2026 13.06.2026 7   
3. USS/XGCJ1 Foreign Language 1 2025/2026 06.02.2026 7   
4.       
5.       
6.       

Credits earned for year 1: 21   
Credits earned for year 2:    
Credits earned for year 3:    
Credits earned for year 4:    

Credits earned for further period:    
Total credits earned: 21   

GROUP B: Core elective courses 

Courses 
Plan 

(academic year) 
Date of 

implementation 

Number of credits 

proposed 
(student) 

awarded 
(supervisor) 

approved 
(SAB) 

1. USS/XGOSP The personality of Special 
Needs Educator 

2025/2026 18.05.2026 7   

2.       
3.       

Credits earned for year 1: 7   
Credits earned for year 2:    
Credits earned for year 3:    
Credits earned for year 4:    

Credits earned for further period:    
Total credits earned: 7   

 
 

GROUP S: International placement, teaching activity and others professional activities 
(for teaching activities, specify the abbreviations and titles of courses and degree of involvement, 

must be linked to the student’s name in the IS STAG; for other professional activities, describe in detail 
or attach a proof of achievement; for foreign placement, specify the destination including 

the institution, length or period of stay (from – to), purpose of stay, financial source) 

Courses 
Plan 

(academic year) 
Date of 

implementation 

Number of credits* 

proposed 
(student) 

awarded 
(supervisor) 

approved 
(SAB) 

Teaching activity 



 
 

1. Educational activity 
Course title: Autism spectrum disorders  
Course Abbreviation: USS/KPAS1  
Category: Seminar  
Time requirements: 13 [HOUR/SEM]  
Guarantor of the course: Prof. PhDr. Jan 
Novák, Ph.D. Department: Institute of Special 
Education Studies, Faculty of Education, 
Palacký University  
Period of educational activities: February–May 
2026 Total number of hours: 52 (1 teaching 
sessions) Educational activities included 
consultations with students and evaluation of 
seminar papers 

2025/2026 29.05.2026 2   

      
      

Other professional activities 
1. Other professional activities 
Activity title: Preparation of compensatory aids 
for the development of communication in 
pupils with autism spectrum disorder at 
Holečkova Elementary School, Olomouc  
Guarantor of professional activity: PhDr. Miloš 
Svoboda  
Department: Holečkova Elementary School, 
Olomouc Contact person: Mgr. Jana 
Havlíčková, Director Total number of hours: 26   

2025/2026 30.06.2026 1   

2. Opponent review of bachelor’s thesis Author 
of bachelor’s thesis: Martina Máchová Title of 
bachelor’s thesis: Special Education 
Intervention in Elementary School Supervisor: 
Mgr. Petra Slámová, Ph.D. 

2025/2026 15.06.2026 1   

      
      

International scientific-research placement  
      

Credits earned for year 1: 4   
Credits earned for year 2:    
Credits earned for year 3:    
Credits earned for year 4:    

Credits earned for further period:    
Total credits earned: 4   

 
 

GROUP V: Scientific, publication and creative activity 
(the required standards for completion must be met - see the Annual Report template on the Faculty 

website) 

Outcomes 
Plan 

(academic year) 
Date of 

implementation 

Number of credits* 

proposed 
(student) 

awarded 
(supervisor) 

approved 
(SAB) 



 
 

1. Participation in a scientific conference 
with active participation in the Czech 
language  

Title of conference: INSPO – Internet and 
Technology for Persons with Specific Needs  
Date: 9–10 April 2026  
Venue: Faculty of Education, Charles 
University, M. Rettigové 4, 116 39 Prague  
Presenter: Mgr. Tereza Klopalová  
Title of paper: Modern Technology and 
Autism Spectrum Disorders  
Web conference with programme:  

        www.inspo.cz/2026/program-konference 

2025/2026 10.04.2026 5   

2. Reviewed scientific paper in a scientific 
periodical – journal (Jost) 

Šalamounová, K., Klopalová, T. (2026). 
Education and Autism Spectrum Disorders in 
the Czech Republic and Abroad – A 
Comparative Study. Speciální pedagogika, 
32(1), pp. 56–74. Available at  
www.specialnipedagogika.cz/klopalova-
edukace-a-poruchy (author’s share 50%) 

2025/2026 12.02.2026 3   

3. Review 

Klopalová, T. (2026). A Useful Guide for 
Academic and Non-academic Staff. Journal 
of Exceptional People, 11(22), pp. 112–120. 
Available at  
www.jep.upol.cz/klopalovarecenze (author’s 
share 100%) 

2025/2026 17.03.2026 2   

4. Involvement in a research project in the 
capacity of the principal investigator 

Project title: Current Challenges and 
Alternative Strategies in Special Education 
Diagnostics  
Grants Scheme: SGS IGA. Student grant 
competition, Palacký University Olomouc.  
Project Number: SGS_PdF_2025_10  
Position: Principal Investigator  
Project implementation period: 1 Mar 2025–
25 Feb 2026  
Co-investigator: Doc. Mgr. Vlasta Skopalová, 
Ph.D. Department: Institute of Special 
Education Studies 

2025/2026 20.08.2026 10   

      
      
      

Credits earned for year 1: 20   
Credits earned for year 2:    
Credits earned for year 3:    
Credits earned for year 4:    

Credits earned for further period:    
Total credits earned: 20   



 
 
 
 

GROUP Z: Dissertation 

Courses 
Plan 

(academic year) 
Date of 

implementation 

Number of credits 

proposed 
(student) 

awarded 
(supervisor) 

approved 
(SAB) 

Defence of the dissertation project 2027/2028     

Writing of the dissertation 2027/2028     

State final exam (defence of the dissertation) 2028/2029  - - - 
Credits earned for year 2:    
Credits earned for year 3:    
Credits earned for year 4:    

Credits earned for further period:    
Total credits earned:    

 
 

CREDITS TOTAL 

Credits earned for year 1: 52   
Credits earned for year 2:    
Credits earned for year 3:    
Credits earned for year 4:    

Credits earned for further period:    
Total credits earned: 52   

 
 

         Klopalova 

Place, date: Olomouc, 4 September 2026 ………………………………. 
  Student’s signature  



 
 
 
* The distribution/calculation of credits for teaching activity, other professional activities and 

publications and other scientific research activities is governed by the Credit Allocation Guideline 
for Doctoral Degree Programmes (see Annex 3, internal standard PdF-B-25/03). 
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