Education - Doctoral study programme, Ph.D.
Length of study: 4 years
Deadline for applications: 15 March 2026

Tuition fee: EUR 250 per academic year
Estimated number of accepted applicants: 1 for full-time studies + 1 for part-time studies

Contact person doc. PhDr. Miroslav Chraska, Ph.D.
(programme guarantor): e-mail: miroslav.chraska@upol.cz
Faculty of Education

Palacky University Olomouc, Czech Republic

Admission requirements:

- Completing university studies — master or a follow-up master's study programme

- Prerequisites for studying DSP Education in the form of reaching the level of knowledge
of a graduate of the study programmes of 7501 Education, 7503 Teaching at primary
schools, 7504 Teaching at secondary schools. Applicants for studying DSP Education who
completed their master studies in other study programmes than listed above, are required
to complete their knowledge up to the level described above through self-study.

- Passing successfully the entrance proceedings where the following skills will be tested:
a) prerequisites for scientific research activities,
b) presenting and defending the project of the dissertation (related to the research focus of
the workplace),
c) the ability to communicate in at least one foreign language.

The applicant must prove his/her fitness for study in a motivation letter (in English).

Language competence:

The standard English language requirement is level B2 in accordance to the Common
European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR).

Minimum language requirements in the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL):
Internet based Test (IbT): 61, Computer based Test (CbT): 173, Paper based Test (PbT): 500
or an International English Language Testing System (IELTS) overall band score of at least
6.0.

The applicants are required to upload the following documents to the application

system by 15 March 2026.

e motivation letter;

e CV;

e proof of recognition of applicant’s previous education (i.e. foreign certificate as
equivalent to a certificate of education issued in the Czech Republic);

e certificate of language competence

e dissertation proposal/project (see information below — p.3);
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DSP Education study programme is implemented in the system of credits. It consists of three

basic parts:

1. study part (lectures, seminars, attending courses and seminars for the students of DSP
Education, independent study), in particular within compulsory and elective courses,

2. scientific research (including project activities) resulting in publishing activities, attending
conferences in our country and abroad,

3. pedagogical part focusing on the implementation of topics corresponding with the topic of
the dissertation in teaching at university.

During the studies in the doctoral study programme, the student must obtain a total of 240 credit
points. Out of the total number of 240 credit points, all of 240 credit points are allocated to
obligatory activities within the DSP Education programme: the student must obtain min. 50
credit points for attending obligatory and elective courses, 80 credit points for obligatory
scientific research and publishing activities and for international student mobility abroad, 20
credit points for passing the state doctoral exam, 40 credit points for a successful dissertation
defence, 50 credit points for pedagogical activities.

Graduate profile for the study field (study programme) & study goals

After a successful graduation in the doctoral study programme of education, the graduate will
be able to:

- approach the topic of his specialisation systematically and from an interdisciplinary point
of view,

- present, reflect critically and interpret in a broader context of social reality the current
domestic and foreign trends in education as a scientific discipline, in particular in relation
to his/her professional specialization,

- in the context of the development of related scientific disciplines and in relation to his
professional specialisation, interpret, reason and apply current theories of education and
schooling and the changing paradigm of curricular discourse

- observing the principles of ethics, draft and implement independently empirical research
aiming at extending and enriching the state of scientific knowledge in accordance with
the relevant discourses of educational fields of study,

- present, reason and defend the results of his own research activities and to compare the
results thereof with the output of scientific work of Czech and foreign scholars, e.g.
through publishing activities in internationally recognized journals with a demanding
peer-review procedure,

- participate in scientific research, project and grant activities also within larger scientific
teams.

- actively and professionally communicate in regard to the topics of his specialization in
one foreign language on C1 level, in another foreign language on at least B1 level,

- implement the topic of in which he/she specializes in the teaching at university.

The graduate can work in particular as an academic and research worker in educational

sciences.



Courses

A) Obligatory courses

Theory and methodology of science
Foreign language I

Philosophical aspects of education
Psychological aspects of education
Curriculum and theory of teaching
Foreign language I1

B) Elective courses

School climate, its humanization

Educational policy in national and international context

Educational evaluation and school management

Current trends in the theory and practice of lifelong education

Social education

Psychological aspects of dealing with the demands of today’s school
Historical aspects of the theory of education and teaching

Trends in pre-primary and primary education

DISSERTATION TOPICS for doctoral degree programme Education

Applicants should pick up one of the topic listed below or prepare their own topic which will
be similar to those in the list. For the admission procedure they are required to produce a
dissertation proposal 3-5 pages long.

doc. Mgr. Jiri Kantor, Ph.D.
e Seeing with purpose: A cross-cultural, mixed-methods study on using digital
storytelling as a tool to foster visual literacy, moral development, social competence,
and spiritual education among junior youth.

PhDr. Jana Kvintova, Ph.D.
o The teacher's personality in the context of coping with stressful situations in the
contemporary school environment.
e Behavior management of students in the school setting.
o Possibilities of using artificial intelligence in education.

Mgr. Lucie Vachova, Ph.D.
o Issues of gender roles and their relation to self-concept themes.
o The needs of college students and the opportunities for fulfillment provided by
universities.

prof. PaedDr. PhDr. Jiri Dostal, Ph.D.
o The quality of higher Education from the participant’s perspective.
e Undergraduate training of STEM teachers for lower secondary education —
comparative research.
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