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Profile of the ERC Starting Grant 
Principal Investigator 
A competitive Starting Grant Principal 

Investigator must have already shown the 

potential for research independence and 

evidence of maturity, for example by 

having produced at least one important 

publication as main author or without the 

participation of their PhD supervisor. 

Applicant Principal Investigators should 

also be able to demonstrate a promising 

track record of early achievements 

appropriate to their research field and 

career stage, including significant 

publications (as main author) in major 

international peer-reviewed 

multidisciplinary scientific journals, or in 

the leading international peer-reviewed 

journals of their respective field. They may 

also demonstrate a record of invited 

presentations in well-established 

international conferences, granted 

patents, awards, prizes, etc.

 

 

 

Early achievements track record 

In the Track record (see “Proposal description”) the applicant Principal Investigator should list 

(if applicable, and in addition to any other scientific achievements deemed relevant by the 

applicant in relation to their research field and project): 

1. Up to five publications in major international peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary scientific 

journals and/or in the leading international peer-reviewed journals, peer-reviewed 

conferences proceedings and/or monographs of their respective research fields, highlighting 

those as main author or without the presence as co-author of their PhD supervisor (properly 

referenced, field relevant bibliometric indicators21 may also be included); preprints may be 

included, if freely available from a preprint server (preprints should be properly referenced 

and either a link to the preprint or a DOI should be provided); 

2. Research monographs and any translations thereof; 

3. Granted patent(s); 

4. Invited presentations to internationally established conferences and/or international 

advanced schools; 

5. Prizes, awards, academy memberships.
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20 | P a g e  

 

Profile of the ERC Consolidator 

Grant Principal Investigator 

A competitive Consolidator Grant Principal 

Investigator must have already shown 

research independence and evidence of 

maturity, for example by having produced 

several important publications as main 

author or without the participation of 

their PhD supervisor. Applicant Principal 

Investigators should also be able to 

demonstrate a promising track record of 

early achievements appropriate to their 

research field and career stage, including 

significant publications (as main author) in 

major international peer-reviewed 

multidisciplinary scientific journals, or in 

the leading international peer-reviewed 

journals of their respective field. They may 

also demonstrate a record of invited 

presentations in well-established 

international conferences, granted 

patents, awards, prizes, etc.

 

 

 

Early achievements track record 

In the Track Record (see “Proposal description”) the applicant Principal Investigator should 

list (if applicable, and in addition to any other scientific achievements deemed relevant by the 

applicant in relation to their research field and project): 

1. Up to ten publications in major international peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary scientific 

journals and/or in the leading international peer-reviewed journals, peer-reviewed 

conferences proceedings and/or monographs of their respective research fields, highlighting 

those as main author or without the presence as co-author of their PhD supervisor  (properly 

referenced, field relevant bibliometric indicators22 may also be included); preprints may be 

included, if freely available from a preprint server (preprints  should be properly referenced 

and either a link to the preprint or a DOI should be provided); 

2. Research monographs and any translations thereof; 

3. Granted patent(s); 

4. Invited presentations to internationally established conferences and/or international 

advanced schools;  

5. Prizes, awards, academy memberships. 

                                                           
22

 Except the Journal Impact Factor. 
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Profile of the ERC Advanced Grant 

Principal Investigator 

ERC Advanced Grant Principal 

Investigators are expected to be active 

researchers and to have a track record of 

significant research achievements in the 

last 10 years which must be presented in 

the application.  

A competitive Advanced Grant Principal 

Investigator must have already shown a 

record which identifies them as an 

exceptional leader in terms of originality 

and significance of their research 

contributions. 

Thus, in most fields, Principal Investigators 

of Advanced Grant proposals will be 

expected to demonstrate a record of 

achievements appropriate to the field and 

at least matching one or more of the 

following benchmarks: 

 10 publications as main author (or 

in those fields where alphabetic 

order of authorship is the norm, 

joint author) in major 

international peer-reviewed 

multidisciplinary scientific 

journals, and/or in the leading 

international peer-reviewed 

journals and peer-reviewed 

conferences proceedings of their 

respective field;  

 3 major research monographs. 

This benchmark is relevant to 

research fields where publication 

of monographs is the norm. 

Other alternative benchmarks that may be 

considered (individually or in combination) 

as indicative of an exceptional record and 

recognition in the last 10 years: 

 5 granted patents; 

 10 invited presentations in well-

established internationally 

organised conferences and 

advanced schools; 

 3 research expeditions led by the 

applicant Principal Investigator; 

 3 well-established international 

conferences or congresses where 

the applicant was involved as a 

member of the steering and/or 

organising committee;  

 International recognition through 

scientific or artistic prizes/awards 

or membership in well-regarded 

Academies or artefact with 

documented use (for example, 

architectural or engineering 

design, methods or tools); 

 Major contributions to launching 

the careers of outstanding 

researchers;  

 Recognised innovation leadership. 

If a Principal Investigator so chooses, their 

achievements over a longer period than 

the past ten years can be considered in 

the following circumstances which should 

be highlighted in the CV. 

For maternity, the track record considered 

can be extended by 18 months, or if 

longer by the amount of leave actually 

taken until the call deadline, for each child 

born before or during the last ten years. 
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For paternity leave, the track record 

considered can be extended by the 

amount of paternity leave actually taken 

until the call deadline for each child born 

before or during the last ten years.  

For long-term illness23,  
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 Over 90 days for the Principal Investigator or a 
close family member (child, spouse, parent or 
sibling). 

clinical qualification or national service the 

track record considered can be extended 

by the amount of leave actually taken until 

the call deadline and clearly explained in 

the career break section of their CV for 

each incident which occurred during the 

last ten years. 



23 | P a g e  

 

Ten-year track record  

In the Track Record (see “Proposal description”) the applicant Principal Investigator should 

list (if applicable, and in addition to any other scientific achievements deemed relevant by the 

applicant in relation to their research field and project): 

1. Up to ten representative publications as main author (or in those fields where alphabetic 

order of authorship is the norm, joint author) in major international peer-reviewed multi-

disciplinary scientific journals and/or in the leading international peer-reviewed journals 

and peer-reviewed conference proceedings of their respective research fields (properly 

referenced, field relevant bibliometric indicators24 may also be included); preprints may be 

included, if freely available from a preprint server (preprints should be properly referenced 

and either a link to the preprint or a DOI should be provided); 

2. Research monographs and any translations thereof; 

3. Granted patents; 

4. Invited presentations to internationally established conferences and/or international 

advanced schools; 

5. Research expeditions that the applicant Principal Investigator has led; 

6. Organisation of international conferences in the field of the applicant (membership in the 

steering and/or organising committee); 

7. Prizes, awards, academy memberships; 

8. Major contributions to the early careers of excellent researchers; 

9. Examples of innovation leadership.
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 Except the Journal Impact Factor. 

  


