State rigorous exam to obtain the postgraduate academic degree of PhDr. in the study program "Teacher Training in Computer Science for upper primary schools".

Examination board:

Chairman:		doc. PhDr. Milan Klement, Ph.D.
Members:		doc. PhDr. PaedDr. Jiří Dostál, Ph.D.
doc. RNDr. Petr Šaloun, Ph.D.
			doc. Ing. Čestmír Serafín, Dr. 
Mgr. Jan Kubrický, Ph.D. 
External member:	doc. PaedDr. Ludvík Eger, CSc., FE, Západočeská univerzita v Plzni


Parts of the state rigorous exam and their contents:

At the state rigorous exam, the candidate shall demonstrate deeper theoretical knowledge in the particular field as well as in its broader scientific basis, the ability to acquire new scientific knowledge, evaluate it and use it in a creative way.
The candidate is allowed to register for the state doctoral exam after submitting the rigorous thesis and substantiating the required background materials.
The state rigorous exam comprises two areas:
- theoretical and methodological basis of the field, i.e. didactics of computer science,
- thematic focus of rigorous work.
The candidate shall submit at the exam a list of his / her publishing activities, presentations, an overview of his / her conference speeches and/or papers, and the theses of his / her rigorous thesis (the former must be submitted by the applicant together with the application for the state rigorous exam). The candidate shall briefly characterize the goals, theoretical background, methods, and preliminary results of his / her rigorous work at the examination board. The general content of the examination is determined by the appointed board after a discussion with the consultant.

Rigorous exam topics outline:

- Gifted student in computer science.
- Training in computer science as a part of career guidance for pupils.
- Typology of learning tasks in computer science and their influence on the development of computational thinking.
- E-learning - aided project teaching in computer science.
- New learning environments in computer science.
- Interactive simulations and new technologies in computer science.
- Inquiry approach to educational activities in computer science.
- Interdisciplinary relations in computer science.
- New knowledge in computer science and its influence on school curriculum innovation.
- Robotic systems in teaching computer science.
- Teacher of computer science at primary and secondary schools in the Czech Republic and abroad.
- Information and systems theories and the influence of their application in computer science didactics.
- Teaching computer science in European Union countries (computer science curriculum for primary and secondary schools, educational goals, key concepts, outputs, content and performance standard).
- Programming as a part of computer science teaching at primary schools.
- Computer animation and simulation models and their applications in teaching.
- Interactive electronic textbooks and educational materials in computer science.
- The influence of information and communication technologies on the learning of pupils and students.
- Research of professional competencies of ICT teachers in connection with the change of the educational paradigm.
- Connectivism as a determinant of the development of the secondary education system.
- The contribution of learning based on the concept of connectivism to the development of the pupil's personality.
- Bounds and limits of teachers` training in a virtual environment.
- Possibilities of evaluation of electronic educational materials.
- Multimedia and interactivity of educational materials - bounds and limits.
- Virtualization and possibilities of its use for building virtual educational environments.
- Virtualization as a tool for consolidation of the School Information System, and its hardware and software components.

Rigorous exam questions – Computer science didactics:

1. Didactics of computer science as a pedagogical discipline - basic concepts, action research as a tool of teaching optimization. Current requirements for the educational content / possibilities of education in the teaching of computer science. Integrated teaching, types of integration in computer science teaching, interdisciplinary relationships - classification.
2. Teaching objectives and teaching content - definition of the concept of computer science from this point of view, ICT, their characteristics and basic regularities, relation to general and professional education, computational thinking and computer literacy.
3. The concept of curriculum - starting points, transformation of selected contents into the curriculum (learning material vs. curriculum). Framework educational program, school educational program.
4. Non-traditional teaching methods - project teaching, research-oriented teaching, cooperative teaching, problem-based teaching, individualization, activation, nature and principles of pupil inquiry in computer science teaching, the concept of "research-oriented teaching / tuition / learning", the role of teacher and student in research -oriented teaching.
5. Suitable topics for pupil inquiry in teaching computer science - induction, management and evaluation of pupils` inquiry activities. Pupils' emotions related to inquiry, the use of such emotions for the motivation purposes, principles of pupil activation, use of digital technologies for pupil inquiry.
6. Project as a method emphasizing broader aspects of education supported by information technologies - approaches to assessing the quality, difficulty and adequacy of projects for primary school pupils.
7. Educational software applicable to touch didactic techniques - practical examples of possible uses of particular educational software in teaching, selection criteria, parameters, requirements.
8. Touch devices in education as a modern didactic tool (i.e. control interface in robotics, tool for the implementation of augmented reality, etc.).
9. Development of distance forms of education implemented in the form of e-learning - development of distance forms of education, basic principles of distance education (programmed learning), curriculum programming (linear and branched programs).
10. E-learning and its application in education - definition of the term e-learning, broader and narrower concept of e-learning, and their differences, components of e-learning, LMS system and its characteristics and functions, electronic study support and its components.
11. Activation of students in e-learning - the role of the teacher in e-learning, the educated individual and the possibilities of his / her activation, the use of modernization elements in e-learning (m-learning, virtual reality, simulation, etc.), communication channels in e-learning.
12. E-twinning - support for school partnerships for the purpose of technology-aided education, technology for the school agenda - pupil attendance, electronic pupil book, class register, report cards, etc.
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Rigorous exam questions – Thematic focus of the rigorous thesis:

1. Computer science and education - information and digital technologies, information and digital literacy, information society, education in the information society, information education.
2. School information system and approaches to its creation - the possibility of using the Internet in Education network, ICT in teaching, ICT support for teaching students, preparation for teaching using ICT.
3. Programming of complex applications in the development environment and versioning - creation of local and web applications, use of selected language resources and possible examples of typical constructions.
4. Selected constructions in the selected programming language - scripting, control of program operation, interconnection with the database, parallel or distributed program operation.
5. Modern didactic tools - interactive whiteboards, their types, possibilities of their use in teaching. Presentation technology (data projectors, visualizers, etc.), its classification and function.
6. Multimedia in teaching and possibilities of their use - Bloom's taxonomy in the digital world, non-traditional possibilities (ideas) for creating video in teaching, types of multimedia presentations.
7. Virtualization technologies and their use for the operation of the school information system - virtualization and its implementation, the classification of virtualization technologies, types of virtualization tools, the use of virtualization tools and the basic principles of creating virtual machines.
8. VMware vSphere virtualization software - use of VMware vSphere virtualization tool, structure of virtualization data centre built on VMware vSphere platform, work with virtual machines in VMware vSphere.
9. Teacher preparation for teaching in the laboratory - robotic kits and school practice, overview of robotic kits, principles of creating didactic material for working with robotic kits.
10. Application of LEGO Mindstorms Education kits (RCX, NXT, EV3) in education - development environment and programming software ROBOLAB, LEGO Mindstorms Education NXT software, LEGO Mindstorms Education EV3 software. Arduino kit concept, sensors.
11. System and application software - operating system architecture, types and classification of operating systems, BIOS, basic classification of application software, characteristics of individual types of programs, types of licenses, license validity, Microsoft licensing model, EULA, Microsoft licensing programs, Open Source licensing model.
12. Architecture of computer networks - types and topology of computer networks, types of communication media (cabling), characteristics of network protocols, ISO OSI protocol and its structure, TCP / IP protocol and its structure.
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