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Topics for the state rigorous examination in EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
1.  Educational psychology (mission of educational psychology and its development, classification of educational psychology in the system of psychological disciplines, issues of educational psychology).

2.  Methods in psychology (observation, experiment, interview, questionnaire, medical history, analysis of students’ products, psychological tests, sociometric methods). Application of methods in student’s assessment and evaluation. 

3.  Psychological issues of motivation (theory of motivation and motivational factors, types of motivation). Motivation and educational context (e.g. performance, goals, engagement, activity, aspirations, etc.), emotional motivation (influence of emotions on motivation), factors affecting motivation (age, gender, subject, etc.)

4.  Personality from a psychological perspective, theory of personality, determination of personality. Student’s personality (personality characteristics that affect student’s academic performance: performance motivation, success, failure).

5.  Definition of learning (broader and narrower concept of learning), types of learning and their impact (principle) in the teaching process (traditional, instrumental and substitute conditioning, sensorimotor, verbal, conceptual, problem learning). Constructivist concept of learning. General learning laws (repetition, transfer, feedback, motivation).
6.  Emotions in the educational process (psychological characteristics and properties of emotions, manifestations of emotions). Positive and negative emotions in school, emotional aspects of learning (stage fright, anxiety and fear, anxious students, anger, rage). Development of positive emotions in the educational process. Emotional intelligence, its manifestations and resources.

7.  Learning styles (genesis, theory of learning styles, diagnosis of learning styles, interventions that affect learning styles), cognitive style. Teaching styles (factors that affect teaching styles), school style typology (characteristics), ways of affecting teaching styles.

8.  Creativity, factors that affect creativity, intelligence (definition of intelligence – theory of intelligence for example by C. E. Spearman, multidimensional theory by H. E. Gardner, R. B. Cattel, etc.) Creativity and intelligence, development of creativity in the educational process.

9.  Concept of school success and failure, causal attribution, attribution styles and learned helplessness. Student failure. Gifted and talented students. Remedy of learning difficulties. 

10.  Student-teacher interaction. Teaching style and teacher’s attitude to students, teacher’s expectations towards students. Psychological principle of teacher-student communication, factors affecting communication.

11.  Influencing student behaviour. Psychological aspects of reward and punishment (the role of rewards in students’ lives, frequency of rewarding – intermittent rewarding, inflation of rewarding, types of rewards, punishment, types of punishment, effect of punishment on students). 

12.  Psychological problems of behavioural disorders. Aggression in school. Bullying and cyberbullying (criteria for diagnosing bullying = not everything is bullying), causes, manifestations, remedy.

13.  Problem situations, stress, frustration, conflict. Reactions of individuals in problem situations, stress coping. Examples of emotional maladaptation symptoms. 

14.  Teacher’s and student’s mental hygiene. Work and rest regimen, application of mental hygiene in the educational process. Application of mental hygiene in teaching (marking, lesson structure, breaks, etc.)

15.  Burnout syndrome Definitions, development and symptoms. Causes of burnout syndrome. Groups at risk of burnout syndrome. Prevention. Teacher and burnout syndrome.
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