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Topics for the final state examination:
English language teaching in the primary school

General requirements:

Students are expected to

- demonstrate a thorough theoretical knowledge of the topics,

- use appropriate and precise ELT terminology,

- present their teaching files (portfolios) with lesson plans and other accompanying materials
from both of their teaching practices

- explain the application of the theoretical principles in English lessons, based on their own
experience gained during their teaching practices, using examples from their portfolios

1. Linguistic, psychological and methodological premises of English language teaching
(ELT) in the primary school.

Language acquisition and language learning. Advantages and disadvantages of an early start of
foreign language learning. Approaches and methods suitable for ELT at the primary level (e.g.
introductory audio-oral course, TPR and multisensory learning, using flashcards, rhymes,
chants, songs, drama, etc.).

2. Planning in primary ELT.

Long-term, medium-term and short-term planning. Types of English lessons and lesson
structure. Organizational types of the teaching and learning process suitable for primary
learners of English. Teachers’ self-reflection and self-evaluation. The main objectives of ELT
at the primary level (as stated in the curricular documents of the Czech Ministry of Education).

3. ELT and primary school learners.

The main characteristics of young English learners in the primary school grades 1 — 5.
Cognitive, affective and gender determinants of foreign language learning. Gardner’s theory of
multiple intelligences. The theory of learning styles. Motivation in ELT at the primary level.
Accommodating young learners with specific learning differences.

4. Teaching English pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar to primary school learners.
The role and the main principles of teaching English pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar
in the primary school English classroom.

5. Teaching English language skills to primary school learners.
The natural order of acquisition of the four language skills. The main principles of teaching
speaking, reading, listening and writing in the primary English classroom.



6. Evaluating and assessing young learners of English.

The main principles of evaluation and complex assessment of primary school learners (as laid
out in the curricular documents of the Czech Ministry of Education). Guidelines for
communicative testing. Assessment criteria suitable for young learners of English. Formal and
informal assessment, various types of testing, verbal assessment and formal grading.
Assessment of pupils with specific learning differences. European language portfolio.

7. Providing feedback to young learners of English.

Various ways of providing feedback to young learners of English. Classification of mistakes in
ELT. Techniques of error correction suitable for your young learners of English, including
learners with specific learning differences. Developing self-correction and peer-correction
strategies in primary English learners.

8. Engaging and motivating young learners of English.

Organizational types of the teaching and learning process in the primary English classroom.
The introductory audio-oral course. Frontal teaching, individual work, pair work, group work
and project work at the primary level. The main principles of engaging and motivating young
learners of English. Effective classroom seating arrangements with respect to various teaching
and learning activities in the primary classroom.

9. ELT in heterogeneous English classrooms.

Teaching English to learners with different abilities and capabilities, including exceptionally
talented learners and learners with specific learning differences and behavioural issues. Various
approaches to integration and inclusion of learners in a heterogeneous primary English
classroom. Effective methods of working with heterogeneous classrooms. Creating and
nurturing a positive classroom climate.

10. The role of teacher and learners in ELT at the primary level.

The changing roles of teacher and learners in the history of foreign language teaching. Qualities
of an effective language teacher. Teacher-learner interaction in the light of the Communicative
Approach to ELT in the primary classroom. Approaches to foreign language teaching in
alternative school systems (e.g. Waldorf and Montessori). Incorporating elements of alternative
approaches to language teaching in standard primary classrooms.

11. Teaching materials suitable for primary learners of English.

The role of various teaching materials (printed and digital) in teaching English to young English
learners. Criteria for assessing teaching materials suitable for teaching English at the primary
level. The main principles of designing supplementary teaching materials with respect to
specific needs of students. Various other teaching aids suitable for the primary level.

12. Cross-curricular teaching and multicultural education in ELT at the primary level.
The potential of using the CLIL approach and project-based learning in the primary English
language classroom. The importance and the main principles of multicultural education in
English lessons at the primary (getting to know the English speaking countries, their geography,
history, culture, customs, etc.).

13. Audio-visual aids in teaching English to young learners.

Using digital and multimedia technologies in the primary English classroom. Currently
available audio-visual technology and sources of audio-visual materials suitable for young
learners of English. Guidelines for selecting and using audio- and video-recordings. The main



principles of designing original supplementary audio-visual teaching materials. Advantages and
disadvantages of teaching English in a language laboratory or ICT classroom at the primary
level.

14. The main principles of presentation, practise and recycling of the learning content in
the primary English classroom.

Various types of learning tasks suitable for presentation and practice (controlled and free) of
the learning content in English lessons at primary level. The importance of and main principles
of recycling the learning content. Guidelines for setting homework. Types of homework.

15. The role of mother tongue in teaching English to young learners.

Classroom English as a means of communication between the teacher and the learners.
Guidelines for introducing and developing classroom English in various stages of ELT at the
primary level. Situations requiring the use of learners’ mother tongue. Language interference
(positive and negative transfer). The role of translation in ELT at the primary level. Guidelines
for using dictionaries in the primary English classroom.

16. Didactic games and their role in the primary English classroom.

Didactic language games and their classification. Guidelines for choosing suitable didactic
games suitable for the primary English classroom. The main principles of introducing,
presenting and playing games with young learners of English.
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